
Migrations in Portugal: historical contrasts and 
contemporary dynamics

Lúcio Sousa
Peace Dialogue Campus Network: Fostering Positive Attitudes 

between Migrants and Youth in Hosting Societies
Rotterdam, 23st November 2018



migrations in 
Portugal

historical 
contrasts

contemporary 
dynamics

Basic premise: for awareness and education purposes to understand migration and current perceptions of
migration (and migrants) we need to understand and articulate structure and context (time+space)

1. Migrations in Portugal: historical contrasts and contemporary dynamics
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Migration (difusion): people, thinks and ideas.



First premise: social memory of migration is constructed. If we do not know it, we tend to see everything as 
new and threatening (role of education, political narratives)
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2. Migrations in Portugal: historical contrasts



Portugal Internacional migrations: a mirror of contracts

1898-1902

•Portuguese 
migration to 
Brasil

•Boers
refugees in 
Portugal 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/photos.geni.com/p13/ce/29/3a/0b/5
344483c20c2ecc2/qag72sip_original.jpg

https://s3.amazonaws.com/photos.geni.com/p13/56/bc/4f/e5/5344
483c20c2ecc1/pej28giq_original.jpg



Portugal Internacional migrations: a mirror of contracts

1936 - 1939

• Spanish Civil 

War: boarder

cumplicities / 

State interest

• 1926 – 1974: 

Salazar 

Regime 

/fascism)

http://www.olhao.web.pt/images/Personalidades/Zedamonica/Prisionei

rosEspanhóis.jpg

https://3.bp.blogspot.com/-bevPO0-
knQo/V8_wvXgS_HI/AAAAAAACAX8/KV87rjzOdLok6bSx8MeQZ21AsrnnKy60QCLcB/s
1600/Painel%2B-%2Bpercurso%2BCampo%2BRefufiados%2Bda%2BCoitadinha.jpg

http://historiauniversal.forumeiros.com/t1008-o-fascismo-em-portugal



Portugal Internacional migrations: a mirror of contracts

1939 -1944

• II World
War : jews, 
austriachs
and others

http://casablancaonbrady.com/wp-
content/uploads/2015/03/aboutSlider00.jpg

http://aterrememportugal.blogspot.pt/20
12/04/riviera-em-lisboa.html

http://old.sousamendesfoundation.org/symposium-portugal/



Portugal Internacional migrations: a mirror of contracts
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exiles and
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migration to 
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Gérald Bloncourt's
https://rendezvous.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/05/24/pictures-tell-the-story-of-portuguese-in-france/

http://bomdia.eu/a-viagem-a-salto-da-sobrevivencia-ao-negocio-da-emigracao-nos-anos-60/ http://portugalidade.blogspot.pt/2013/11/exilios-reais-
no-estoril.html

Rei Humberto II de Itália em 1963 em Portugal com D. Isabel, princesa 
de Orleans e Bragança
https://ionline.sapo.pt/415594



Portugal Internacional migrations: a mirror of contracts

1959-1960

•Follen Impire: 
India; Africa, 
exiles and
refugees

•Portuguese 
migration to 
Europe
(France+)

In Sousa e Costa (no prelo). 40 Anos de independências: migrações forçadas e regimes de asilo nos PALOP (1975 -2013)

Second premise: political decisions on nacionality and migrations are infuenced by political context (e.g. colonial 
war, from assimilation to a multicultural discourse) 



Portugal Internacional migrations: a mirror of contracts

1975 -
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https://1221195c-a-be5aeda1-s-sites.googlegroups.com /a/agvv.edu.pt/geo-dinam ica/conteudos-tem as/8o-ano/m igracoes/portugal-m igratorio-1/portugal-
m igratorio/m apa%20em igra%C3%A7ao%20portugal.png?attachauth=ANoY7cpx65v-OKEwcLgKTZ_uS_0Q uBzyYssCKxTfURNiV8B-1g4rVC8Lt7F03idSg0-
CCsexqN4YGUyPFTwCpqMQ z8nXip5b3J8RhKrqyfEYvtYOJzZ9Twfkqu0BMuGjbjTTZ1I8TPetEHlc59TfyRPKDxFw8Q 75MhRm Vdr1PNWMRm 2Q lR3wnGu0xzeVd7_RLDSxvY

KwTUVw9Q OcnoUI40ZajnRvaIdX0rccLkNsjI25zElgm 5SFRWnBYxuT6x-Sl4-
aHNMryYGLei_NaoLi4j_TqdvI8PqyTGAC6duSf83vm DbQiVm VlHCgYrkLh56AHks9UgrpZvsKm DLoT4Ybe8P0ylPnvLpQbw%3D%3D&attredirects=0

http://retornadosdafrica.blogspot.com
http://rr.sapo.pt/noticia/72925/mario_soares_hemeroteca_de_lisboa_coloca_online_noticias_do
_regresso_do_exilio

(s.d.), "Dança tradicional timorense durante a cerimónia do 5º aniversário da Convergência Nacionalista 
Timorense, CNT", CasaComum.org, Disponível HTTP: http://hdl.handle.net/11002/fms_dc_143221 
(2017-5-23)



3. Portugal Internacional migrations: a mirror of contracts

1975 -

• democratic way:
• Returnes (500 

000) 
• Refugee law; 
• Asylum seekers;
• Resettlement;
• Temporary

protection
• european law

In Sousa e Costa, 2016. A evolução do direito de asilo e regimes de proteção a refugiados em Portugal (1975 – 2015)



3. Migrations in Portugal: historical contrasts and contemporary dynamics - overview
Third premise statistics should be read with a history handbook at hand. ( e.g. legalization) 



3. Migrations in Portugal: historical contrasts and contemporary dynamics - overview



https://www.pordata.pt/DB/Portugal/Ambiente+de+Consulta/Gr%C3%A1fico

Fourth premise : concepts should be read with a history handbook. ( e.g. emigrant - refugee) 

3. Migrations in Portugal: historical contrasts and contemporary dynamics - overview



4. Migrations in Portugal: contemporary dynamics



4. Migrations in Portugal: contemporary dynamics:  convenience, manipulation, narratives  

http://tripalio.blogspot.com/2015/11/refugiados-nao-
querem-vir-para-portugal.html

http://bomdia.eu/centena-e-meia-contra-acolhimento-de-refugiados-em-
portugal/

https://www.reddit.com/r/MapPorn/comments/375m3c/portuguese_diaspora_4568x2592/

http://www.direitapolitica.com/sef-autorizou-milhares-de-imigrantes-
ilegais-que-entraram-em-portugal/



4. Migrations in Portugal: contemporary dynamics:  “convenience, manipulation, narratives 

https://twitter.com/diamante166

https://sicnoticias.sapo.pt/especiais/crise-migratoria/2016-09-20-Refugiados-em-
Portugal-duplicam-ate-fim-do-ano

https://pplware.sapo.pt/informacao/saiba-como-pode-ajudar-ao-refugiados/

From practices of emergency to dynamics and consolidation of a culture of refugees.

Reading Suggestions:

Portugal’s Openness to Refugees Makes Demographic and Economic Sense

Portugal’s position on resettlement: a view from the periphery of the EU

"You are welcome in Portugal”: conviction and convenience in framing
today’s Portuguese politics on European burden sharing of refugees”



4. Migrations in Portugal, contemporary dynamics – perceptions and attitudes 

GENERAL PERCEPTION OF THE IMMIGRATION DIMENSION AND PERSONAL TIES WITH IMMIGRANTS

Fifth premise: all data should be checked with multiple sources, the difference between the politically
correct and real attitudes (or the emergence of negative ones).



4. Migrations in Portugal, contemporary dynamics – perceptions and attitudes 
GENERAL PERCEPTION ON IMMIGRANTS AND ITS INTEGRATION AND ATTITUDES IN CONNECTION WITH THE IMMIGRANTS



4. Migrations in Portugal, contemporary dynamics – perceptions and attitudes 



4. Migrations in Portugal, contemporary dynamics – perceptions and attitudes 
FACTORS THAT CONTRIBUTE TO A WELL-SUCCESSED INTEGRATION



4. Migrations in Portugal, contemporary dynamics – perceptions and attitudes 
MEASURES TO SUPPORT THE INTEGRATION OF IMMIGRANTS



4. Migrations in Portugal, contemporary dynamics – perceptions and attitudes 
ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE VARIOUS ACTORS IN THE PROMOTION OF A SUCCESSFUL INTEGRATION
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First premise: social memory of migration is constructed. If we do not know it, we tend to see everything as new
and threatening (role of education, political narratives)

Basic premise: for awareness and education purposes to understand migration and current perceptions of
migration (and migrants) we need to understand and articulate structure and context (time+space)

Third premise: statistics should be read with a history handbook at hand. ( e.g. legalization) 

Second premise: political decisions on nacionality and migrations are infuenced by political context (e.g. colonial 
war, from assimilation to a multicultural discourse) 

Fourth premise : concepts should be read with a history handbook. ( e.g. emigrant - refugee) 

Fifth premise: all data should be checked with multiple sources, the difference between the politically correct and
real attitudes (or the emergence of negative ones).


